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Minutes of the Vale 50+ Strategy Forum (50+ SF)
Executive Meeting

Thursday 16th January  2-4pm
Porthkerry Room, Civic Offices, Holton Road, Barry, CF63 4RU

	Present:


	Anne Marie Little (Chair)  
Carole Williams (Vice Chair)
Joy Findlay
Gilly Davies
Margaret Hutcheson 
Brian Clifton
Carol Bunyan 
Elaine Williams 
Malcolm Phillips 
Vanessa Mordin
Martyn Jones
Mark Collard

Siân Clemett-Davies  
Joanna Beynon 
	(AML)
(CW)
(JF)
(GD)
(MH)
(BC)
(CB)
(EW)
(MP)
(VM)
(MJ)
(MC)

(SCD)
(JB)
	Speakers:

	Apologies:
	Jenny Robbins 
Kay Burns 
	(JR)
(KB)
	Resignations:
Lynda Wallis (LW)


		
	Item
	Agenda
	Action

	1.
	Welcome and apologies – Executive Chairperson, Anne Marie Little 

See above.  

AML gave apologies for JR and KB. 


	



	2.
	Minutes of previous Executive Meeting 16th November 2024 and matters arising – Executive Chairperson Anne Marie Little

GD proposed that the minutes of the November meeting were a true and accurate reflection. This was seconded by CB and agreed by the group. 

AML raised 3 matters arising. 

· LW has tended her resignation from the Executive but will remain as a Forum Member. LW will continue to send information to the group and wishes the Forum well.  

· BC will continue as Climate Change Lead for 2025.

· Care & Repair position is a Trustee, not just a group representative. SCD has emailed information to all Executive Members for consideration. Please let SCD know if you are interested.

	

	3. 
	Consideration of new application for co-opted membership and vote - Executive Chairperson, Anne Marie Little

AML explained that LW’s resignation had opened up one space for an Executive Member. AML recommended existing co-opted member MB become an Executive Member as she is the current Lead for the Health and Social Care Focus Group. All members agreed. 

AML advised that because MB was not present to comment at the meeting, a vote will need to take place at the next group meeting on Thursday 17th April.  SCD to add this to the April agenda. 

AML explained that EW had applied to become a co-opted member and her application form circulated with the papers prior to the meeting. Printed copies were also available in the meeting pack. AML proposed that EW’s application be accepted due to her experience in housing that would be very useful to the group. All members agreed and voted to appoint EW as a co-opted Executive member.  

SCD to arrange an induction to the Forum for EW with AML.  

	








SCD – Noted 











SCD – Complete

	4. 
	Leads and representatives updates – Vice Chair Carole Williams. 
Leads - Anne Marie Little, Gilly Davies, Mary Bollingham, Peter Milford, Kalpana Natarajan, Brian Clifton

AML  
AML updated the group on the most recent Forum Member’s Christmas meal at Brewers Fayre. During the afternoon, a Forum Member had a transport issue which was immediately reported to the Council. 

The next Transport coffee morning will take place on Wednesday 5th February in which MP will give an update on Eastbrook Station and the 28 steps and Emma from Greenlinks will also be speaking.  
AML notified members of her meeting with MS Ken Skates, Cabinet Secretary for Transport and North Wales on the 28th January 2025 at the Senedd. AML has invited MH and ME who will also be attending. 
AML explained she has received an email from Ellie Mahoney, Community Safety Officer for the Vale Council regarding electronic signage in bus shelters. AML will ask Ellie whether it would be possible to do this to advertise the Vale 50+ Strategy Forum. Members agreed this was a good idea. 

GD
GD thanked members for coming along to her ACL festive meeting in November and thanked MC and his wife Pauline for the entertainment. The next ACL meeting will take place on Tuesday 25th March at the Phil John Room, Barry Library. 

GD updated members on two forthcoming exhibitions at Arts Central Gallery: 
· Holocaust Memorial Exhibition- Saturday 18 January - Saturday 22 February 2025
· Women’s Arts Association Wales - Saturday 08 March - Saturday 05 April 2025
BC 
BC advised that he has been in touch with the Council’s Project Zero Officer and is due to contact Welsh Water to arrange a speaker. Dates will be confirmed as soon as he is able.  

JF 
In PM’s and KN’s AB absence, JF was able to update the group that she had spoken with Councillor Belinda Loveluck-Edwards who advised she could recommend speakers for the Housing and BME meetings. JF will follow this up with an email to Cllr Loveluck-Edwards. 

Representatives updates 
GD updated members regarding her meeting with 3 officers of the Vale Council in relation the draft Strategic Equality Plan 2025-2029. The consultation is currently open and responses are required by 31st January. GD expressed that it was disappointing that the meeting had been called at very short notice and JF advised that she did not receive an invitation to the meeting. 

MC updated the group regarding Bro Radio and explained that the last scheduled show and not gone ahead and of the 12 shows promised by Bro Radio, only 7 had gone ahead. MC asked that SCD and JB contact Bro Radio to set up a meeting and review the agreement for 2025. MC also talked about a new possible Forum podcast which he could create with MJ and upload to the Forum’s website. Members were keen to hear about this idea and supportive of MC taking it forward with MJ.

MC advised that CAVAMH did not receive the full funding they were expecting but are continuing to operate and are currently offering small grants up to £500 for small groups supporting wellbeing and mental health in Cardiff and the Vale.  MC has been asked to be part of the panel for awarding the grant funding. He will also be attending a nature and health meeting in Leckwith to learn more about the project running there.  

AML advised the group that COPA have published 3 new progress reports on: 

- Age Discrimination
- Age Friendly Communities 
- Deficits in Care Home Places in Wales

The reports can be found on the COPA website and here. 

	




















AML – Complete










































SCD/JB – Complete 

	5. 
	Support and guidance - Executive Chairperson, Anne Marie Little

AML asked SCD and JB if the Vale 50+ Forum logo could be included on any future age friendly public events promotion material to reflect the links and mutual support between the Forum and Age Friendly Vale. SCD and JB welcomed this suggestion and agreed that all future age friendly public event promotion material will include the Forum’s logo, including the Age Friendly Festive Get Together in December 2025.  
 
AML reminded the group of the GVS Big Volunteer Fayre taking place on Wednesday 29th January. SCD and JB will be setting up the Forum’s stall and Executive members are needed to cover the stall and recruit new members. AML, MC, MH and CB agreed to cover the stall and will also give out age friendly information whilst they are there.  AML asked that new Forum handouts be printed with the updated events and also for the Forum and Age Friendly banners to be set up. SCD and JB advised they will do this on the morning of the event. 

AML asked JB whether it was still ok for JB/SCD to send Forum e-bulletins given support pressures previously discussed, JB advised yes. 

	












	6.
	Update on launch of the Age Friendly Vale Strategy and Action Plan (2025-2028) – Age Friendly Officer, Siân Clemett-Davies

SCD advised the group that Welsh Government had provisionally agreed that funding for another year would be awarded to all Welsh local authorities to deliver the age friendly work during 2025/26 and she would remain in post for another year.  

An update was given on the Age Friendly Strategy and Action Plan 2025-2028 recently agreed and signed off by the Public Services Board. The Plan is due to be launched in February 2025 once the Welsh version is complete. 

SCD explained that Forum members would be invited to future workshops/activities in relation to the launch of the plan and taking forward the age friendly agenda. Dates will be confirmed once agreed by SCD/JB and the wider Age Friendly Vale Network. 

	

	7.
	Update on Have Your Say Event – Policy Officer, Jo Beynon 

JB updated members on the plans for the Forum’s Have Your Say Event which is being held in Dinas Powys Library and Activity Centre on Thursday 20th March from 2-4pm. The theme of the event will be ‘inclusion and sense of purpose’. The group discussed the location and public transport routes and were satisfied that the building was next to Dinas Powys Primary School. 

JB advised that the event has a small hall for 6/7 stall holders and a café area for the social element. JB suggested that hot drinks and biscuits could be served by the staff/volunteers in the café and any costs reimbursed from the Forum’s budget as the group did last year at Barry YMCA. The Executive group agreed with this arrangement. 

JB advised that the library’s scrabble club have their weekly meetings on Thursday afternoons and are looking forward to meeting and welcoming the Forum. 

	




	8.
	Any other business – Executive Chairperson, Anne Marie Little

SCD asked whether Executive Forum members present were happy to share personal email addresses. This would be for Forum related business only not general public use and would be particularly helpful and more efficient for connecting Leads and Executive Members with relevant Council Officers, partners, contacts and speakers directly. The group agreed that they were happy with this. SCD asked that if anyone was not happy to share their email address to let her know. 

MC told members about the meeting of the first Dementia Friendly Barry group which will take place from 4pm at Rondel House, Barry on Monday 20th January 2025. 

JF advised the group that she and KN had now secured funding to run conversational English classes. The sessions will begin on Wednesday 22nd January at Rondel House, Barry from 4pm. 

EW thanked the group for allowing her to join the Executive as a co-opted Member and said she looked forward to learning more about the Forum’s work and how she can support.  

CW asked the group if they knew anywhere in the Vale offering digital support. The group talked about Barry Library, Aberaeron Hub in Barry and the Pod under Golau Caredig across the road from the Civic Offices. 

	

	9.
	Close

	



The next ‘Have Your Say’ event will be held on Thursday 20th March 2025 at Dinas Powys Library & Activity Centre. The theme is ‘inclusion and sense of purpose’. 
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